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The Prophet

What exactly is a prophet? In the Old Testament, three Hebrew words have been
used to designate the prophets, viz., nabi, ro ek, and hozeh. The last two are often
translated as "seer" and designate a person who sees the message of God, as in a vision,
and proclaims what he has seen. On the other hand, a nabi means to “summon,"
"announce,"” or "call." Thus, he is "called to be God's viceroy," "God's mouthpiece."
Obviously, the line of differentiation is quite thin when we try to understand the variation
from the perspective of the people. Both the prophet and the seer proclaimed God's
Word, i.e., they spoke forth for God. "And if you say in your heart, 'How may we know
the word that the LORD has not spoken?'--when a prophet speaks in the name of the
LORD, if the word does not come to pass or come true, that is a word that the LORD has
not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously” (Deut. 18:21ff.).

The prophets of Scripture do not always foretell events. Many times they speak the
word of God using what is called "forthtelling,"” i.e., they proclaim what God tells them to
say, whether that is condemnation for sins or revealing the grace of God to His
undeserving people. For example, the prophet Nathan stood before King David and spoke
God's word of judgment, followed by His word of grace and forgiveness (2 Sam. 12:1-
14).

Nathan, the prophet, fits into the category of those we will call "oral prophets.”
They generally spoke only of things pertaining to their period of time. "Writing prophets"
were told by God to write what He was giving them, so that people yet to be born may
benefit from those writings. Obviously, this study involves the works of one of those
"writing prophets."

The Book of Isaiah (eye ZAY uh) is named after the prophet who, under the
direction of the Holy Spirit, wrote what God commanded him to write. The Hebrew
meaning of the name Isaiah is, "Yahweh is salvation.” That meaning reveals the overall
message of the book.

Isaiah is thought to have served as a prophet of God from about 750 BC to around
690 BC. However, others maintain that he was still living at the death of the Assyrian
king, Sennacherib (suh NAK uh rib), in 681 BC. Jewish and early Christian tradition hold
that the prophet was martyred during the reign of Manasseh (muh NASS uh), the son of
Hezekiah (hez ih KIGH uh) and king of Judah, by having Isaiah sawn in two. See also a
possible reference to that in Hebrews 11:37.
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Assuming that Isaiah did live until 681 BC, he would have served God during the
reign of five kings of Judah: Uzziah (uh ZIGH uh) 790-738 BC, Jotham (JOH thuhm)
747-731 BC, Ahaz (AY haz) 731-715 BC, Hezekiah 715-686 BC, and Manasseh 695-642
BC. [You may have noticed that some of these dates overlap. That happened at times,
e.g., when Uzziah became proud and entered the Holy Place in the temple and was
punished by God with leprosy (2 Chron. 26:16ff.). Thus Jotham, actually ran the affairs
of government even though Uzziah, his father, was still alive.]

The book begins by saying "Isaiah the son of Amoz." Yet that lineage is not very
informative, because we know almost nothing about Amoz. It is assumed that he may
have been a prominent man who needed no further introduction. Jewish tradition affirms
that Amoz was the brother of Amaziah (am uh ZIGH uh), the king of Judah who
preceded Uzziah. Thus, Isaiah would have been related to the royal family and would
have been at ease in their midst. This tradition would help to explain why Isaiah had such
ready access to kings Ahaz and Hezekiah. We do know that Isaiah was a contemporary of
the prophets Amos, Hosea and Micah. We also know that Isaiah was married and had at
least two sons. The one was named Shear-jashub (shee ahr-JAY shuhb), which means, "a
remnant will return” (Isaiah 7:3); and the other, Maher-shalal-hash-baz (may hehr-shal al-
HASH baz), which translated means, "quick to the plunder, swift to the spoil” (Isaiah 8:3-
4).

The Books of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles elucidate the Jewish culture as well as the
international political environment of the time. In that connection, you will find many
similarities to twenty-first century United States of America and world conditions.

The Historico-political Background

The 80 or so years of kings David and Solomon were considered to be the "Golden
Age" of Israel's history. King David was crowned as king at about 1011 BC, and
Solomon died in 931 BC. God enabled David to conquer all the territory from the Nile
River to the "great river" Euphrates, located in what is now Irag. Following the death of
Solomon, the power and prestige of Israel almost immediately declined. Under
Rehoboam (ree huh BOH uhm), Solomon's son, the kingdom of David and Solomon was
divided into the "10 northern tribes" of Israel and the southern tribe of Judah. King
Rehoboam was the first of the Kings of Judah, and Jereboam | (jer uh BOH uhm) was the
first king of Israel. Jereboam, fearing that the people of Israel would go to Jerusalem for
worship, and he would lose their loyalty to the king of Judah, introduced idol worship in
Israel. Consequently, no godly kings ruled Israel after Solomon died.

Furthermore, since Assyria was the supreme power during Isaiah's time and
constantly at war with the entire Middle/Near Eastern nations, mention will be made of
those kings also. Ruling from 744-727 BC, Tiglath-pileser (tig lath-pih LEE zuhr); 726-
722 BC, Shalmanezer (shal muh NEE zuhr); 721-705 BC, Sargon Il (SAHR gahn); 704-
681 BC, Sennacherib.
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During the reign of Uzziah (who was also known as Azariah), king of Judah, and
Jereboam 11, 785-745 BC, king of Israel, there was a great economic and political
resurgence. Luxury, especially in the northern tribes of Israel, was unprecedented.
Jereboam Il had regained almost all the territory north to the Euphrates River, which was
once theirs under kings David and Solomon. Uzziah reconquered the land to the south of
Judah. Consequently, much tribute from the conquered nations and the resultant
expanded trade helped to contribute to the affluence that was briefly enjoyed by both the
northern and southern kingdoms. This opulence was short-lived due to the fact that,
particularly in the northern kingdom, the people and their rulers were spiritually
bankrupt. For only 23 years later (722 BC), the 10 northern tribes were completely
destroyed. Most of the people that lived were exiled to the remotest part of the Assyrian
empire by Shalmanezer and Sargon Il. That left the land almost completely uninhabited.
So, after Samaria, the capital city of Israel, was captured, Sargon Il imported people from
Assyria and Babylonia to repopulate the area. From that time on, the 10 northern tribes
ceased to exist as a pure ethnicity. The Jews that were thus scattered, or remained in
Samaria, intermarried with the Gentiles and so lost all connection with their genealogical
roots. That is one reason the Jews of Jesus' time despised the Samaritans.

The Organization of the Book

Regarding the organization of Isaiah, Luther states that it is divided into three
parts. In the first part, he thinks that Isaiah basically rebukes the people for their idolatry,
and many associated sins. Included in this section is Chapter 7, in which Isaiah describes
the Virgin Birth of Jesus.

In the second part, Luther would include Chapters 36-39, in which the Assyrian
empire is described as it deals with King Hezekiah and the mighty acts of God in the
deliverance of Jerusalem.

In the third part, Isaiah prophesies the Babylonian captivity, whereby the people
were to be punished and Jerusalem destroyed by the emperor at Babylon. Luther, as most
scholars do, considers that this third part is comforting and upholding for a people yet to
be, so that they do not despair and begin to doubt that God's prophecy regarding the
Messiah will come to pass. (Luther’s Works — LW 35:275ff.) In Chapter 53, we are also
shown the tremendous suffering this Messiah would have to endure.

Dr. Paul E. Kretzmann, along with other Old Testament scholars, considers the
Book of Isaiah to have two distinct parts, Chapters 1 to 39 and 40 to 66. The first group
of prophecies concerns not only Judah and Jerusalem, but also the chief foreign countries
and nations, namely, Assyria, Babylon, Moab, Syria, Egypt, and Tyre. The second part is
known as the Book of Consolations and pictures the restoration of the remnant of Israel,
the Messianic King, and the final glory of the Church. (Kretzmann, p. 288).
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This writer will approach the study of Isaiah as having two parts with an interlude.
The first part includes Chapters 1-35, Chapters 36-39 as the interlude, and Chapters 40-
66 as the second part. Thus, we resemble Luther's outline.

Things To Remember in Studying Isaiah

For the purpose of this study, the term "author" is reserved for God. When quoting
the Scriptures, Isaiah or other prophets, evangelists and apostles are referred to as
"writers" or "scribes."

In the Hebrew language, the "perfect action™ (tense) is ordinarily used to describe
past events or actions. Such events are "perfect,” because they have been completed
(perfected) in the past or at the time of speaking. But we often find in the language of
prophecy, that the perfect tense is used to describe events which lie in the future. This is
the case because, from the standpoint of the purpose of God, of which they are the
declaration, their occurrence is to be regarded as so certain that they can be spoken of as
"perfect,” as if they had already taken place. The occurrence of this prophetic perfect is
often obscured for the English reader by the fact that it is frequently translated in the
English versions by using the present or future tense. For example, in Numbers 24:17, "a
star has come out of Jacob" would be the correct rendering. But the English Standard
Version (ESV), New International Version (N1V), New King James Version (NKJV),
New American Standard Version (NASV), all use the English future tense "shall" or
"will." Isaiah 9:1ff. has a series of perfects: "has seen ... light has shined upon them ...
they rejoiced ... you have broken ... a child has been born ... a son has been given ... and
his name has been called" Yet the events described are clearly future (Allis, pp. 29-31).
Due to the great number of prophetic perfects in the Book of Isaiah, this writer will only
mention those which are of particular interest.

In Chapters 40 to 66, there is a three-part series of nine prophecies in each part.
The first part includes Chapters 40 to 48, with a focus on "Deliverance by Cyrus."
Chapters 49 to 57 expound upon the "Deliverance by The Christ." The final nine chapters
elucidate the "Deliverance in the World to Come."

Prophecy

It is almost impossible to study this book without hearing the false notion that Isaiah was
written by several "authors.” Some biblical scholars, particularly in the last half of the
20th century, maintain that Isaiah had to have been written by different scribes, because
no one in the eighth century BC could possibly have known the specific name of Cyrus,
who would rule in the sixth century BC. Those scholars are generally classified as Higher
Critics, i.e., they employ the biblical principles of interpreting the Bible based on Form
Criticism, Historical Criticism, etc. The most significant characteristic of their teaching is
the assumption that predictive prophecy is impossible. Thus, they claim that those places
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which refer to Cyrus had to have been written after the fact. It becomes clear how such a
teaching would nullify much of the Old Testament Scriptures, including Messianic
prophecy.

Messianic prophecy refers to those statements by the prophets of God which tell of
a Messiah. The word "Messiah" is not often used in the Old Testament, but it means,
"The Anointed One." This Messiah would come to earth to reconcile God to mankind.
For, in the Garden of Eden, Adam rebelled against God, and it was there that God first
promised a Savior (Gen. 3:15). As the years progressed, God gradually revealed more
information which would further clarify the identity of this Messiah. Isaiah is one of the
prophets who clearly points out that this "Anointed One" would be both God and man. It
Is of great significance to note that the entire Old Testament repeatedly points forward to
that Messiah who would "save his people from their sins" (Matt. 1:21).

For this Messianic prophecy to be fulfilled, God determined that He would call a
specific ethnicity to be His chosen people. He would bring them to Palestine and
establish their capital in Jerusalem. From there, a kingdom would emerge. It is that
kingdom from which the true King, the promised Messiah, would appear (2 Sam. 7:12-
17; 1 Kings 8:24-30; Isaiah 2:2-4). "This King was to accomplish the great mission of
His life in Jerusalem, in that there He would be crucified and buried and would rise from
the dead. To prepare for His coming, the people of God must be formed into a nation, so
that they might occupy the land in which the Redeemer was to be born™ (Young 1:9).

Contrary to the false suppositions of the Higher Critics, there are many literary
sequences and phrases in the Book of Isaiah which would demonstrate its unity. One such
characteristic phrase is: "the Holy One of Israel." That phrase appears 26 times. It is
found 12 times in the first 39 chapters and 14 times in the last 27 chapters. Please also
notice another characteristic of Isaiah's writing: the personification of inanimate things. A
noteworthy example follows: “the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth
into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands" (55:12).

May the Holy Spirit of God grant you a blessed study of His holy Word as He
passed it on to us through His prophet Isaiah.
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PERSONAL APPLICATION

Heavenly Father, Your Son promised us that You would send Your Holy Spirit to those
who ask. We pray for His presence as we begin this study, with the assurance that He will
open our minds to understand Your holy Word. In the name of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

1.

Isaiah reminds us at least six times in this chapter who is doing the speaking.
Write the words which the following verses use to express that truth.

Verse 2

Verse 10

Verse 24

How does the Lord speak to us today?

Verses 11-14 inform us that God abhors the sacrifices of His people, even though
He commanded that they be offered. Why does He hate them?

Verse 4

Jeremiah 6:16-19

Leviticus 22:21-22

Malachi 1:7-8

The psalmist writes, "Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and
you shall glorify me" (Psalm 50:15). God commanded us to pray and has promised
to hear us, yet in verse 15, He says that He will not listen to their prayers. What
hinders our prayers?

Verses 15-17

Psalm 66:18

Jeremiah 11:14-15

Matthew 15:7-9

James 4:3

1 Peter 3:7

What promises does God give us regarding our prayers?
2 Chronicles 7:14

Matthew 7:7

1 John 5:14
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Verse 27 is said to be the theme of the entire book. To understand its meaning, a
number of questions need to be answered.

a.
b.

Who is Zion?

How can Zion be "bought back" or "ransomed™ by justice?
Leviticus 9:2

Psalm 53:1-3

Isaiah 53:6

Mark 15:34

2 Corinthians 5:18-19

Romans 5:18

. This verse implies that not all in Zion will repent. How do we reconcile verse

27a with 27b?
Colossians 1:21-23

Romans 3:21-26, 28

2 Corinthians 5:20-21
What do these verses mean to you?

Verses 29 and 30 refer to "oaks" and "gardens.” What is their significance?
Ezekiel 6:13

In Chapter 1 of Isaiah, God uses harsh law to rebuke His rebellious people.

a.

In what way is this applicable to us in 21st century America?

b. What Gospel message do you find in this chapter? What is your response to

God's message of love to Israel and to us?

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY, INC.
(PLEASE OBSERVE COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS - 2022)
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Now that you have read the first chapter of Isaiah, you undoubtedly have
formulated a mental image of what the book contains. In Chapter 1, God harshly rebukes
His erring people for their refusal to live a lifestyle of obedience to His commands. If
there is one sin for which He rebukes them the most, it is idolatry. They placed their trust
in self-appointed worship of created things and their own works. Instead of relying on
God, they relied on kings and international alliances. Drunkenness, greed, orgies, etc. are
rarely mentioned, because idolatry is the root of all the rest of mankind's rebellion.
Throughout this study, we will see what may be called the "Great Despite." Despite their
disobedience, He comes to them again and again with His love, forgiveness, and mercy.
We see God pleading with His stubborn people to do what is right and quit doing what
will eventually destroy them. He sends His prophets to instruct, rebuke, admonish, and
encourage His chosen people. Rightly the Scriptures say, "The fear of the LORD is the
beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding" (Psalm
111:10).

Although it may seem that the book is all Law, there is much beautiful Gospel in
it. In fact, Isaiah is the most frequently quoted Old Testament book in the New
Testament. It is referred to 419 times in 23 of the 27 New Testament books.

The son of Amoz makes clear, from the beginning, who is doing the speaking.
Verses 2, 10, 11, 18, 20 and 24 all state that it is the Lord God "the Mighty One of Israel"
who is speaking to His profligate people. When hearts are hardened by self-deceit, God's
law further hardens those hearts which refuse to repent and allows them to "self-
destruct,” if not in this life, certainly in eternity.

If our heart is not right with God, everything we do is an abomination to Him. Put
another way, if our mind is not focused on God, in Christ, it is focused on self. That truth
Is evident in verses 11-14. For we see that even though God, Himself, had commanded
them to sacrifice, and laid out clear laws as to how and when it is to be done, He despises
their heartless formality. We see some of that today. Some people go to church and speak
the liturgy and sing the hymns and when it is over, they leave behind all that was said and
heard. There is no conversion, no change of lifestyle. Unless the Holy Spirit steps in and
changes them, such people go from bad to worse.

Before we throw too many stones, looking into our own heart is fitting. How often
do we engage in heartless formality? That is so easy to do when we have the same liturgy
Sunday after Sunday and pray the Lord's Prayer much faster than our mind can think of
what each petition means. This writer is not advocating that we forego the liturgy or the
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Lord's Prayer. They are great blessings from God. What is being proposed is that we have
some of the same tendencies as the ancient Israelites. It is work to worship properly,
because it takes concentration on what the pastor is saying and on what we are praying,
singing and attempting to apply to our lives.

The Israelites of Isaiah's time demonstrate an anthropocentric lifestyle, as verse 4
shows. The prophet Malachi lists such things as offering blind, lame, and sick animals for
sacrifices to God. He asks them, “Would your governor be pleased with you for offering
such presents to him” (Mal. 1:8)? Moses, in Leviticus, records that "to be accepted it
must be perfect; there shall be no blemish in it" (Lev. 22:21). To offer a diseased,
crippled, or blind animal to God, says something about where the heart of that person is.
Also, remember that the whole sacrificial system of the Old Testament was pointing to
Christ, who was the "Lamb without spot or blemish."” "For if the sprinkling of defiled
persons with the blood of goats and bulls and with the ashes of a heifer sanctifies for the
purification of the flesh, how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the
eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from dead
works to serve the living God" (Heb. 9:13-14). Nehemiah reveals how the Israelites also
profaned the Sabbath (13:15-18). By all such acts as are listed above, the people of God
"despised the Holy One of Israel” (v. 4).

In verses 15-17, God further enumerates reasons for refusing to hear their prayers.
They had blood on their hands, were oppressing the helpless and ignoring justice. "He
has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the LORD require of you but to do
justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?" (Micah 6:8). Our Lord
Jesus gives us a sobering thought when He says, "For if you forgive others their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matt. 6:14-15). If our
sins are not forgiven by God, we are condemned. In that state of condemnation, God
cannot listen to our petitions and supplications.

Many times, we are not even aware of the sins we are committing which shut
God's ears to our prayers. David writes, "Who can discern his errors? Declare me
innocent from hidden faults™ (Psalm 19:12). We can most certainly identify with the tax
collector in the temple when he said, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" (Luke 18:13).

Question number 4, in the personal application, is a multifaceted question
pertaining to verse 27. The word "Zion" is understood different ways in the Scripture. (1)
It is a mountain or hill formerly named Ophel. It was the southern hill in Jerusalem on
which a part of the city was built. King David brought the Ark of the Covenant to
Jerusalem and set it up on Mount Zion. When Solomon built the permanent structure of
the temple on Mount Moriah, the name of Zion was extended to include the temple. (2)
Later, Zion came to be applied to the whole city of Jerusalem. (3) The entire Jewish
people to whom the prophet Isaiah refers, i.e., the people of Judah and Jerusalem. (4) In
the Book of Hebrews, Mount Zion is contrasted with Mount Sinai, when the writer
encourages the first century Christians to remain faithful to Jesus as their Savior. In both
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Hebrews and Revelation, Mount Zion is used figuratively, representing heaven. Thus,
Zion, in a generalized sense, would be referring to God's chosen people. In New
Testament parlance, Zion would be what we might call the "visible church.”

Question 4b asks, “How can Zion be bought back or ransomed by justice?”” The
English Standard Version (ESV) uses the word "redeemed," and, of course, the word
redeem means to buy back or ransom. For that is what God did: He bought us back to
being members of His family, after Adam and Eve rebelled. We might say that satan
kidnapped all mankind, and for God to get us back, He had to pay a tremendous ransom:
the incarnation of His Son; the perfect life which He led as our substitute; the shedding of
His blood as He died on the cross for our sins; and the resurrection from the dead for our
justification.

At first glance it may seem that the Psalm 53 reference in question 4b is out of
place. However, notice the progression of the message in the passages presented. In
Leviticus, God demands that we be holy, but Psalm 53 very clearly informs us that there
IS not even one person who can meet that standard. To put it in the words of Isaiah, we
have all gone astray and God laid on Him (The Suffering Servant) the guilt of our
rebellion. Through the atoning act of Christ, God reconciled the world to Himself. To
reconcile, means to be at peace again with a formerly angry God. The Romans passage
reinforces that concept. "Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so
one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men™ (Rom. 5:18). Notice
the repetition of three words: "for all men." Adam's trespass made every one of his
descendants natural enemies of God. However, Christ's "one act™ pays the ransom price
for ALL men.

The hymnist, in the Lutheran Service Book (LSB), words it beautifully: "He
undertakes a great exchange, Puts on our human frame, And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name, His glory, and His name" (LSB 389:4).

What a great God we have! Yet that salvation, that living with Him for all eternity,
Is predicated on our repentance, as verse 27b states. Not all in Zion were willing to repent
of their anthropocentric lifestyle. Obviously, such refusal continues into the 21st century.
What Martin Luther said regarding repentance, is enlightening. He stated, “When our
Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, 'Repent’ [Matt. 4:17], He willed the entire life of
believers to be one of repentance” (LW 31:25). However, because a person is unwilling
to repent, that stubbornness does not negate the ransom which God's Son paid for the
sins of the whole world. Remember what the Scripture says, "[Christ] died for all" (2 Cor.
5:15). That includes you, me, and all people who ever lived and will yet live.

When explaining verse 27, Franz Delitzsch says, "The reference here is to the divine
treatment of Jerusalem, in which punishment and salvation were combined -- punishment
as the means, salvation as the end. The interposition of Jehovah was, as it were, a
smelting, which would sweep away, not indeed Jerusalem itself, but the ungodly

in Jerusalem” (p. 105). Kretzmann words it this way: "Zion shall be redeemed with
judgment, (through the redemption of the Messiah) and her converts with righteousness,
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(for with the guilt of mankind laid upon Christ and the full atonement demanded of Him,
the way is paved for the complete appeasing of God's wrath, the basis of justification")
(p- 290).

When Isaiah refers to oaks and gardens (vv. 29-30), those were the usual locations
at which the Israelites would engage in their idol worship. Incense and burnt sacrifices
frequently took place at such sites, along with various lewd and unchaste acts. On
extraordinary occasions children were offered, by their parents, as sacrifices (Jer. 19:5).
Baal and Ashtoreth were the god and goddess often adored, supplanting God, the Mighty
One of Israel.

Yes, there exists much law in this first chapter. Some may call it threats: "If you
don't shape up, this is what is going to happen." When God speaks such a rebuke,
however, it is no idle threat. Most assuredly what He has spoken, will transpire. His holy
Word not only shows that to be true, but specifically says, "it is impossible for God to
lie" (Heb. 6:18).

On the other hand, when God speaks Gospel, such words also will surely be
fulfilled. The most obvious example of this is in verse 18, where He says, "Come now, let
us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like wool."

The next verse places a conditional "if" in the sentence. God will make their
blood-red sins as white as snow, if they repent and obey His commands. Luther expounds
at length what is, and is not, true repentance when speaking on Genesis 27:36. He says
that Esau accomplished nothing with his repentance and tears, because it was a false
repentance. Something the Germans call "a gallows repentance,” and we may refer to it
as a "death-bed repentance.” What that means is that a person is not ashamed of having
offended God, but that he has done harm to himself. Luther says, "l myself have often
repented in this manner; and | felt sorry that | had done something foolishly, unwisely,
and with harm. I was more ashamed of the foolishness and harm than of the sin ... But to
feel sorry only for the harm that has been done is a repentance of which God has no
knowledge."

Dr. Luther gives several examples of false repentance, e.g., Adam, who tried to
excuse his sin by not only blaming his wife, but also by blaming God for having given
him his wife (Gen 3:12). "This should by no means be called repentance, for the feeling
of true penitence is like this: 'Alas, why have | offended God? Why have I stirred up His
wrath and judgment against myself? Let Him make of me whatever example He wants
provided that He forgives and pardons my sin.' Thus, in the Book of Judges (10:15) the
children of Israel pray: 'We have sinned; do to us whatever seems good to Thee; only
deliver us.' Such a prayer is proper for those who are truly and sincerely repentant. And
then God is completely ready to grant pardon and to forgive, and He offers forgiveness of
sins immediately” (LW 5:151-153).

Verse 27 corroborates God's forgiveness while including the condition of
repentance. Yet we cannot therefore say that we are saved by repenting. We are saved
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only by the grace of God through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. Repentance comes about
because we have already received the God-given faith in His promises. "What do you
have that you did not receive?" (1 Cor. 4:7). What we have, God has, out of pure grace,
given to us. Thus, He is due all glory and honor, and we have the privilege of bestowing
that upon Him, both now, and for all eternity.

You have undoubtedly noticed that this writer has listed many scriptural
references in the Personal Application portion. This is not intended to weary you, but to
help the student understand the repeated unity of Scripture in every aspect of our lives.
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Living Way Bible Study

PERSONAL APPLICATION

Merciful Father, as we look at the ways in which Your people of old committed idolatry,
give us Your Spirit to show us our own sins, so that we may truly repent and be
reconciled to You again, through the atoning sacrifice of Your Son, Jesus. Amen.

Isaiah 2
1.

The chiliasts or millennialists believe that verses 2-4 refer to a time when Christ
will physically rule on earth for a thousand years, and during which, the Church
will be in a dominant and flourishing position. Peace will reign over the whole
earth and there will no longer be any war. If, as we believe, Scripture interprets
Scripture, what do the following passages tell us?

Luke 2:14

John 14:27

John 16:33

John 18:36

Matthew 10:34

Luke 18:8b

Using one word, identify the chief sin referred to in 2:11-12, 17; 3:16

Particularly Chapters 2 and 3 reveal what God thinks about human idolatrous
pride. See what the following Scripture passages say regarding this subject.
Psalm 46:10
Isaiah 45:23
Philippians 2:9-11

Chapter 2:22 exhorts us, "Stop regarding man in whose nostrils is breath, for of
what account is he?" How is this applicable to twenty-first century America?
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Isaiah 3

5.

In 3:9 and 11, God says, "Woe to them!" What do the Scriptures mean when the
term "Woe" is used?

Jeremiah 13:27

Habakkuk 2:6-19

Matthew 11:20-24

Revelation 8:13

6. Isaiah 3:1 to 4:1 mostly spells out how the people "have brought evil on
themselves.” So that you don't overlook this verse (3:10), write it entirely. How
does that bring comfort to believers?

7. The phrase, "in that day," is used several times in our text. To what day is Isaiah
referring? (3:18
2:11-12
2:20
4:1-2

Isaiah 4

8. How is "the branch of the LORD" (4:2) to be understood?

Jeremiah 23:5
Jeremiah 33:15
Zechariah 3:8b
9. What is the significance of 4:5-6?

Exodus 19:9

1 Kings 8:10-11
Matthew 17:5
Exodus 29:45-46

Revelation 21:3-4

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY, INC.
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Isaiah

Weldon H. Leimer

Chapter 2

"The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw" (2:1). "The article lends a certain
force; it is the specific word or the well-known word which Isaiah saw. A strange
expression! 'to see a word!" -- yet it makes clear that words formed an essential element in
the divine revelation. Isaiah saw this word or revelation not with the physical eyes, but
with the inner eyes. Isaiah does not hear; he sees the word. The phrase simply refers to a
revelation in vision, which was communicated in words" (Young, 1:95).

Isaiah Chapters 2-4 are the first section of prophecy in this book, with 2:2-4 being
the introduction to that section. What seems to stand out in verse 2 is the phrase, "in the
last days," or "in the latter days.” The Hebrew word for "last" can be understood, in the
Old Testament, both spatially and temporally. In Psalm 139:9 it refers to the most distant,
uttermost parts of the sea. Here Isaiah uses the word to indicate the farthest, most distant
part of the days, i.e., the last days of human history, hence, the days in which “the
mountain of the house of the LORD” has been established as the chief or highest
mountain. In other words, the New Testament era: the time from the coming of Christ in
the flesh, to the time when He returns as judge to end all time.

The Christian era is that time during which "the mountain of the house of the
LORD" is the chief mountain. What that means is that the Gospel of Christ, the Christian
Church, will be above all the other religions in the world, and people from every nation
will stream to it. From Zion shall the word of the Lord come. Remember Jesus' words to
the woman at the well: "Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews" (John 4:21-22).

Verse 4 of Chapter 2 foretells the end of time and describes the scene in paradise.
For the absence of war spoken of in this verse cannot be peace on earth, otherwise Jesus
would be contradicting Himself when He says: "You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines
and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the birth pains"
(Matt. 24:6-8).

At this point, something needs to be said about how these three verses have been
twisted to mean something else. The chiliasts, or millennialists believe that Jesus will
return, not to judge the world and end time, but to physically rule on earth with the
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Christians for a thousand years. The word chiliast comes from the Greek word for
thousand, and the word millennialist comes from the Latin word meaning thousand.

The problem with such a belief is that, first, it is unscriptural. Remember the
principle of how we interpret Scripture: "Let Scripture interpret Scripture,” or, as one
pastor said it, "The Holy Spirit is His own best interpreter." Second, it is also bad
theology, because it puts forth a trust in believing that should Christ come and | am not a
Christian, I will have a second chance to become one during the thousand-year reign of
Jesus on earth. Consider the parable of Jesus about the 10 virgins (5 wise and 5 foolish).
When the bridegroom came, the five foolish ones were running out of oil in their lamps.
As they went to buy some more, the bridegroom came, and as the Scripture says, "the
door was shut." When those five returned and asked to enter, the response of the
bridegroom was, "I do not know you" (Matt. 25:1-13). There is not enough space in this
Bible study to deal with this subject adequately. Maybe if your pastor were asked to teach
a Bible study on the fallacy of Millennial Dispensationalism, he would be willing to do
SO.

Chapter 2:6-8 enumerates the sins of "Jacob," i.e., God's people in Judah and
Jerusalem. In verse 9, Isaiah begins to proclaim the consequences of those sins. Here is
another example of the use of the Hebrew Prophetic Perfect. The ESV translates it in the
present tense. The NASB renders, what appears to be, the past tense. However, the
NASB more accurately captures the sense of the Hebrew Prophetic Perfect: "So the
common man has been humbled, and the man of importance has been abased" So sure is
the judgment pronounced going to happen, that from God's perspective it has already
been carried out.

You probably noticed that there is an emphasis on pride: "the haughty looks of
man" (2:11ff.), and "the daughters of Zion are haughty" (3:16ff.). Notice what Scripture
says are the six things which God hates: "There are six things that the LORD hates, seven
that are an abomination to him: haughty eyes" (Prov. 6:16f.). Every person that has ever
lived and will live, by nature, has pride. Such pride is, in one word, idolatry. It is idolatry
because it places self before God. Isaiah makes the point that, because of their pride, God
will humble them.

For those of us who are His children, it is called discipline. Scripture reminds us:
"In your struggle against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? ‘My son, do
not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. For the
Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives™ (Heb.
12:4-6). We are not illegitimate children who receive no discipline. All of us have to
admit that when we are experiencing the discipline of the Lord it is painful, but
afterward, when we look back at it, "it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness™ (Heb.
12:11).

A distinction should be made between the pride referenced above, and the kind of
pride we feel after having accomplished a job well. Nevertheless, even that kind of pride
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can lead to an unhealthy feeling of self-reliance or independence. We may begin,
consciously or unconsciously, to think that we can manage life by our own wit and
wisdom. So, God becomes pushed aside or ignored as we go about our hectic, self-
determined schedules. Consequently, God needs to remind us periodically that we are
sinful mortals, and that we were created to be in daily communication with Him. He
reminds us by allowing us to struggle in life.

For those who are not God's children, the humbling to which Isaiah refers is
punishment. It is the judgment of condemnation, because they do not give God the credit
for all the good they have received from Him. They do not acknowledge Him as God.
God makes clear that such idolatrous pride will be "brought low," and twice He says,
"and the LORD alone will be exalted in that day" (2:11, 17).

Chapter 3

"In that day," appears seven times in these three chapters. Those words are used to
announce punishment and the suffering brought on by that punishment. However, it is
significant that, in this section, the Prophet considers judgment and salvation all to be
bound up in one term, “the day of the Lord." "Hence, Isaiah can speak of judgment and
punishment and in the next breath, as it were, of salvation also. All of these phrases
(3:18; 4:1-2) refer to the same period, the time when both judgment and salvation will
come to the earth. God will manifest Himself as Judge and yet as Saviour" (Young,
1:173). This is why 3:10 gives such comfort to God's children, "Tell the righteous that it
shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their deeds.” Don't at all suppose
that verse suggests salvation by works. It is the works which naturally flow from faith in
Christ Jesus that enable us to "eat the fruit of their deeds.” (See Rom. 4:3.) So, "that day,"
has more than one application. For Isaiah, it is referring both to the destruction of Judah
and Jerusalem and to the final judgment, when Christ returns to judge all people.

That this also foretells the second coming of Christ is borne out in 2:11, 17. For as
long as the earth remains, sin will always be present. Not until Jesus returns will "the
LORD alone be exalted.” St. Paul expresses that fact this way, "God has highly exalted
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every [emphasis added] knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every [emphasis added] tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father" (Phil. 2:9-11).

Have you noticed what things God is going to take away from Jerusalem and
Judah? "Support and supply, all support of bread, and all support of water; the mighty
man and the soldier, the judge and the prophet ... I will make boys their princes, and
infants shall rule over them. And the people will oppress one another, everyone his fellow
and every one his neighbor; the youth will be insolent to the elder, and the despised to the
honorable ... you shall not make me leader of the people" (vv. 1-7). In these verses, God
tells Judah and Jerusalem what He is going to take away from them. Do we thank God for
all those important blessings which give us a stable environment? Because of their
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persistent rebellion against Him, God promises to take away, not only the basic needs for
physical sustenance, but also governmental order. No one wants to be a ruler over such
people. Everyone will be concerned about the things which will benefit only himself.

Undoubtedly, you are able to see how some of these judgments are becoming
more prevalent in American society. Greed is rampant. Frivolous lawsuits are constantly
in the news. People oppress one another. "For the look on their faces bears witness
against them; they proclaim their sin like Sodom; they do not hide it. Woe to them! For
they have brought evil on themselves" (v.9). Like Sodom, they do not hide their sins.
Read Romans 1, especially verses 26-32.

"Woe to them!" When the Scriptures use the term "woe," it is usually signifying
the most dire of circumstances. Here, the King James Version (KJV) more accurately
captures what the Hebrew says, "Woe unto their souls!" They are in imminent danger of
spending eternity in hell, separated from God. It becomes clear that when such a
pronouncement is spoken by God, the people have repeatedly resisted the Holy Spirit to
the extent that their hearts have been hardened and their consciences seared.

After such harsh denouncements by God, hopefully it is understood why you were
requested, in the personal application, to write verse 10 in its entirety. It is such good
news. However, because it is so short, it should not be overlooked, but emphasized. "Tell
the righteous that it shall be well with them, for they shall eat the fruit of their deeds."

Do not understand verse 10 as some Christians misinterpret it, viz., that when "you
ask Jesus to come into your heart," everything will go well with you. The righteous in
Jerusalem and Judah suffered physically as a result of the sins of the ungodly. Scripture
reminds us, "through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God" (Acts 14:22).
Our Lord Jesus said, "I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In
the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world" (John
16:33). Again, "l do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them
from the evil one" (John 17:15). This is saying that, in Christ, we have peace with God.
The psalmist writes, "in God | trust; | shall not be afraid. What can man do to me?"
(Psalm 56:11).

In the last part of the chapter, God rebukes the women for their haughty, wanton
focus on things. Twenty-one different objects are listed for which God condemns them.
Scripture elucidates what is acceptable for women: "women should adorn themselves in
respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or
pearls or costly attire, but with what is proper for women who profess godliness--with
good works" (1 Tim. 2:9-10). The women to which Isaiah is referring, did not have their
focus on God and His Word, but on things. Therefore, God says their reward will be
putrefaction instead of perfume. "And seven women shall take hold of one man in that
day ... take away our reproach” (4:1). "Thus, the order instituted in Eden is reversed. No
longer is man the head of the wife. He does not seek her, but she him. She has taken his
place and is in the position of Eve who led Adam to hearken to Satan. Sin leads to worse
sin. When sin reigns, the ordinances of God are trampled underfoot” (Young, 1:172).
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"Such are the scenes which preceded the fall of Jerusalem, and similar scenes will
precede the end of the world" (Kretzmann, 11:294).

Chapter 4

Notice how this first section of prophecy in Isaiah begins with comforting words
for the remnant, who trust God's promises (2:2-4) and ends with beautiful Gospel (4:2-6).
Sandwiched between those two sections is harsh condemnation for the unbelief of the
majority.

The "branch of the LORD" is a word that is almost untranslatable from the
Hebrew. The words "branch,” "sprout,” or "shoot" "are all inadequate as equivalents. It is
not only a part of a tree (branch). It is more than a little beginning of growth (shoot or
sprout). It is the 'growing thing," with the connotation of abundant vitality and fresh life"
(Leupold, p. 102). The reference here is most surely to the "shoot of Jesse," "the branch
of David," that is, the promised Messiah and the messianic kingdom.

Isaiah certainly gives the impression that, after the Lord finishes cleansing Judah
and Jerusalem, there will not be many left. Throughout Scripture we hear of "the
remnant.” The remnant that is left "will be called holy" (v. 3). Since the fall into sin, there
has always been, is now, and always will be a remnant of the righteous. Note our Lord's
words: "Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For the gate is narrow and the way is
hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few" (Matt. 7:13-14). As a member of the
remnant, read also Micah 7:18-109.

In verses 5-6, did you think back to the Exodus and the 40 years in the wilderness?
Just as God was with them in the presence of the cloud by day and fire by night back
then, so Christ Jesus has promised to be with His Church to the end of the age (Matt.
28:18-20). He continues to dwell with His people, to guard and protect us from the evil
one. "In this way the Branch of the Lord serves for glory to His elect, and the believers
cheerfully trust themselves to His keeping" (Kretzmann, 11:295).
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PERSONAL APPLICATION

O Triune God, as your servant Isaiah bewailed his utter sinfulness in Your presence,
grant that we may truly repent of our sins and be assured that our "guilt is taken away,
and our sin atoned for," through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Chapter 5

1.

Isaiah uses some beautiful "picture language" as he describes God's vineyard. He
clearly says that "the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel” (v.7).
Other places in Scripture use the illustration of a vine or a vineyard. What is the
point of comparison in each of the following texts? Hint: to understand the
context, you may need to read before and after the given references.

Psalm 80:8

Jeremiah 2:21

Jeremiah 12:10

Matthew 20:1

Matthew 21:33-46

God inspired Isaiah to use a story, which required the hearers to make a reasonable
decision (vv. 3-4). Note similar techniques elsewhere in the Scriptures.

2 Samuel 12:1-6
1 Kings 20:39ff.

Summarize each of the six "woe" sections. If possible, apply to today’s world.
Verses 8-10

Verses 11-17

Verses 18-19
Verse 20
Verse 21
Verses 22-23

In verse 24, it is clear that Israel has "rejected the law of the LORD," and despised
His Word. Isaiah states what the result will be. Summarize "Wisdom's" response.
Proverbs 1:24-31
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5. What is the usual human reaction when people are in the presence of the holy God

or one of His messengers?
Verse 5

Exodus 3:6

Daniel 10:1ff.

Revelation 1:9ff.

When are you most conscious of God’s presence?

Isaiah confessed his sin when he was in the presence of "the King, the LORD of
hosts." What is the immediate reaction of God in such circumstances?

Verses 6-7

2 Samuel 12:13

1 John 1:9

1 John 2:1

In verse 8, Isaiah volunteers for service as God's prophet. Compare calls from God
to other prophets.
Exodus 3:10-22

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Jonah 1:1-3

In verses 9ff., God informs Isaiah that he will be proclaiming the Word of God to
a people who don't want to hear it. Is that concept relevant today? If so, how? If
not, why not?

Verse 13 covers several topics for discussion but ends with "The holy seed is its
stump.” To what may "the holy seed" be referring?
1 Peter 2:9-10

Colossians 3:12

1 Corinthians 6:11

Romans 6:3-5

Of what significance is this to you?
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