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Welcome to Living Way Bible Study 

Thank you for your order!  It is our prayer that the Holy Spirit will use this study to help 
you grow in your knowledge and appreciation of our God and His Word. 

Your order grants you permission to print and make copies (one copy per person in your 
LWBS class) of this study.  Lessons should be stapled according to lesson number.  Please 
honor our copyright of these materials.  

When your class has received sufficient offerings we would appreciate a donation of $1.00 
per lesson within this study, or more, as you feel led.  We are a non-profit organization and 
exist solely on your generous donations to be able to continue and grow our Bible study 
ministry and help spread the word through advertising.   

If you have any questions or comments on this study or any part of it, please drop us a 
letter, email or call us at our toll-free number.  We are always eager to hear from you and 
appreciate your comments. 

May God bless you as you walk in His Living Way! 

Please make checks payable to: 

Living Way Bible Study, Inc. 
Web:  www.livingwaybiblestudy.org 

Email:  info@livingwaybiblestudy.org
Toll-free:  888-383-8119 



FOUR-STEP METHOD 

Living Way Bible Study suggests this four-step method: 

1. PERSONAL - The student prays for guidance from the Holy Spirit and answers
the Personal Application questions at home using only the Bible (no
commentaries).

2. SMALL GROUPS – The class meets for an opening and divides into small
groups of 8–10 people.  The Small Group Leader guides the group through the
P.A. questions encouraging each to share their answers and add discussion.

3. THE MESSAGE – The lecture or message is given by a Pastor or lay person who
has researched the material and presents the study giving personal experiences
and complimenting, but not merely duplicating, the author’s comments.

4. THE NARRATIVE – The author’s comments or narrative, along with the P.A.
questions for the next lesson, are given out at the door as the student leaves the
class.  At the next class meeting, before answering the P.A. questions, the Small
Groups review the author’s comments of the last lesson, and share what each
has high-lighted as meaningful or important.

The first meeting of the class is an introduction to the study.  Since the members of 
the small groups have no PERSONAL APPLICATION questions to discuss at the 
first meeting, they may use the time to get acquainted or to tell what they hope to 
receive by studying this course.  At the first meeting the Lecturer presents 
background information about the course using the INTRODUCTION lesson as a 
guide. 

Each lesson should be stapled together using the number of the lesson in the right 
hand corner of the page.  To keep the lessons in order check the Bible text listed at 
the top of each page.  The PERSONAL APPLICATION questions are attached to 
the author’s narrative and will be the home study for the next class session. 

With this 4-step method the student has the opportunity to study the particular 
section of Scripture covered by this lesson from four different approaches.  This 
emphasizes the Bible text and gives the student a feeling of understanding and 
ownership for each section studied.   
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LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY 

(NOT TO BE REPRODUCED IN ANY FORM WITHOUT PERMISSION) 

• INTRODUCTION TO YOUR LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY

IT IS AS NORMAL FOR CHRISTIANS TO STUDY THE BIBLE AS FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE TO REACH FOR 
FOOD. FOR THE BIBLE IS THE SOURCE AND POWER FOR ALL CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE AND BELIEF. 

THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION IS AN HISTORICAL RELIGION. THAT IS, IT DOES NOT COME FROM PRIVATE 
VISIONS OR INTELLECTUAL SPECULATIONS. IT IS GROUNDED ON THINGS THAT HAPPENED AT CERTAIN 
TIMES AND PLACES. KINGS RULEDj PROPHETS AND APOSTLES TRAVELED AND SPOKE; JESUS CAME,' 
LIVED, DIED AND ROSE. GoD, HIMSEL.F WROTE THE HISTORY BOOK OF THESE EVENTS. HUMANS 
WERE HIS SCRIBES BUT HE IS THE AUTHOR. THE HOLY BIBLE IS THAT BOOK, HIS WORD, WRITTEN 
AS HE WANTED IT WRITTEN: TRUE AND INERRANT. 

BUT THE BIBLE IS NOT MERELY A HISTORY BOOK. THROUGH IT RUNS A GOLDEN THREAD. THAT 
THREAD IS THE GOSPEL. GOSPEL MEANS 11GOOD-SPELL11 OR GOOD TALE OR NEWS. WHAT IS 
THAT GOOD NEWS? IT IS NOT THE LAW, FOR THAT IS NOT NEWS. PEOPLE IN MANY PLACES HAVE 
LONG PROCLAINED THE .LAW. BUT THE GOOD NEWS, OR GoSPEL, IS THE PROCLAMATION THAT 
THE ME�SIAH, JESUS, IS THE REDEEMER, THE PROPITIATION FOR THE SINS OF THE WORLD. 

WHEN THE BIBLICAL RECORD IS STUDIED, Goo, HIMSELF, IN THE PERSON OF THE HOLY GHOST, 
INDUCES A FAITH WHICH ACCEPTS THAT MESSIAH AS REDEEMER. THUS, THE BIBLE IS A GIFT 
BEYOND ALL PRICE. 

WE NEED TO STUDY THE BIBLE CONTINUOUSLY FOR IT NOURISHES OUR FAITH, REFRESHES OUR SOULS, 
AND SHOWS THE WAY TO PEACE BElWEEN GOD AND MAN. JESUS CHRIST IS THAT LIVING WAY. 

IN THE BOOK OF' ACTS WE F IND THREE REFERENCES WHICH SHOW THAT THOSE WHO FOLLOWED THE 
WAY WERE FOLLOWERS OF JESUS. IN JOHN 14:6 JESUS SAID: 111 AM THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, 
AND THE LIFE; NO ONE COMES TO THE FATHER BUT BY ME. 11. 

First Day: 

Give out: Preface, Introduction and Personal Application for Chapter One. - Lesson 1. 

Second Class: 

Give out: Chapter One and Personal Application for Chapter Two. - Lesson 2. 

Continue through the course giving out the Personal Application for the next Chapter 
to be studied with the Chapter studied and taught that day. 
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(Not to be reproduced in any form without permission) 

THE BOOK OF JOB 

Erwin Kurth 

Preliminary Observations 

The Book of Job is an inspired classic. 

Introduction - Job 
Lesson 1 

Rave reviews have emanated from Victor Hugo, Thomas Carlyle. Philip Schaff, 

Alfred Lord Tennyson. and other I itterateurs. 

A recent appraisal comes from Walter R. Roehrs in Concordia Self-Study Commentary: 

"By common consent the Book of Job ranks as one of the world's greatest literary masterpieces." 

One reason. among others, is that it deals with a major problem: human suffering. 

As a Spanish proverb has it: "There is no house but has its hush." 

Lest we forget, however. the Book of Job is more than a literary masterpiece. 

It is an inspired classic, for "holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy 

Ghost." 2 Peter 1 :21. (Compare 2 Timothy 3: 16 and Luke 11 :28). The Holy Spirit 

gave the writers the thoughts and words they set down. accommodating himself to 

their educational background, experience, and linguistic instinct. We must needs bear 

that in mind when we examine any book of the Bible from a literary standpoint. 

Distinctive Marks of Great Literature 

Great literature deals with majors. such as birth and death. love and hate, hope 

and despair, prosperity and calamity. goodness and evil, aspiration and frustration. sin 

and forgiveness, crime and punishment. "the thri II of victory and the agony of defeat." 

Great literature is excellent as to content and form: substantive in its message 

and compelling in its style of writing. It is "a good story well told." It reflects human 

nature faithfully. 

It has power to stimulate the mind. propel the will and stir the emotions. Not 

only does it do this for us, but for peoples of all times, places, and cultures. Its appeal 

is universal. 

The Bible is in a class by itself. It is uniquely powerful because the majesty of 

the blessed Trinity dwells within it. The Word has endured throughout generations 

and will continue to endure till time shall be no more. 

The end result may be a happy ending, as in the promotion of Joseph down in Egypt­

land: or a solution, as when Boaz married Ruth: or a stark tragedy, as when Ahithophel 

hanged himself. as did also Judas Iscariot: or an example of unflinching faith, as in 
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the case of Paul the Apostle: or a glorious denouement. as when God rewarded "the 

patience of Job" and demonstrated "that the Lord is very pitiful and of tender mercy," 

James 5:11. 

Literature of Knowledge and Power 

Thomas De Quincey distinguished between literature of knowledge and literature 

of power. Encyclopedias. reference books. text-books etc. constitute literature of knowledge. 

When we have gleaned the desired information. we lay the book aside. 

Not so with the Bible. We return to it again and again for renewal of strength. 

because the Word of God is preeminently literature of power. It is "the power of God 

unto salvation to every one that believeth," Romans 1: 16. It is the epic of redemption. 

that by grace thr:ough faith in Jesus Christ. the God-man. who lived and died as our 

Substitute. we have forgiveness of sins. life. and salvation. This power is imparted 

by the Holy Spirit through Word and Sacrament. A delightful and profitable experience 

awaits you. if you are wi 11 ing to put forth the necessary effort. 

"Job" is not an easy book to understand. "I've read the Book of Job a number of 

times," confided a church member. "and though I tried hard. I didn't get much out 

of it. I still don't understand it. Why is that?" Well. he needed some sort of guidance. 

And when he got it. he profited greatly thereby. The next time he waded through Job, 

his was a rich spiritual experience. Its message was something he found exceedingly 

helpful for his personal needs. 

You. too. can have the book opened for you. under the enabling grace of the Holy 

Spirit. if you readily apply yourself. Accordingly. set aside a definite time each day 

for a quiet hour with God. Substitute. let's say. Bible study for a TV program. There 

are three things you will want to find out: What does the text say? What does it mean? 

What does it mean for me? Start now by examining the following background questions 

and answers. 

CLARIFICATIONS 

1. What's the Book of Job all about?

It is the Holy Spirit's record of man's groping for an answer to the problem of evil.
Specifically: "Why do good things occasionally happen to bad people and bad things
to good people?"

2. Who are the leading characters in this book?

a. Job - a godly man: richly blessed. then sorely tried. "Why me. Lord?" was
the question which haunted him.

b. Eliphaz. Bildad. and Zophar: three dogmatic "friends" of Job. They nettled
him by insisting his enormous sufferings were due to enormous sins.

c. Elihu: a loquacious young man who aired his views on why the righteous suffer.

d. God. who made the final declaration.
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3. Who is the pivotal character?

Job. of course. He was a God-fearing sheik. pious. prayerful, prosperous. and popular.
He had every earthly blessing a person could wish: a fine family, servants galore.
11.500 grazing animals: health. strength. and buoyancy of spirit. Moreover. he
was highly respected by the leaders of the community for his integrity. wisdom.
and justice, and esteemed by the disadvantaged for his thoughtfulness and works
of charity. But. for reasons all his own. God permitted Satan to deprive Job of
his wealth. his ten children. his health. and his emotional equilibrium.

"Why?" was the question that troubled Job. That question is thereupon argued
back and forth in the poetical chapters which follow, Job 3: 1 - 42:6.

Job persevered. and in the end, he received double the blessings he enjoyed before. 42: 12-13.

4. What conclusion is to be drawn from this book?

Let God be God! The ways of God transcend the finite speculations of man. Man must
yield to a wisdom higher than his own. "Be sti II. and know that I am God," Psalm 46: 1 0.

There is nothing for man to do with God except to trust him. The Lord sees "the
end from the beginning." Isaiah 46: 10 - something we can't do.

For instance. Joseph must have been terribly shocked when at the age of seventeen
he was sold by his brothers to the lshmaelites for twenty pieces of silver. Genesis 37:2B:
then re-sold as a slave to Potiphar. an officer of Pharaoh's. and captain of the
guard. Genesis 37:36: later, through the machinations of Potiphar's wife. cast
into prison. Genesis 39:7-20, where he languished for quite a while. But, in the
end. everything worked out magnificently. 41 :37-43.

The Lord saw the end from the beginning. In the meantime, hard though it was.
Joseph had to trust the all-knowingness of God and His Providence. That's what
Job had to do likewise and so must we.

5. How is the Book of Job structured?

6. 

Section

, . 11. 111. 

Chs. I G2 Ch. 3 Chs. 4-31 

PROLOGUE 
Job brings Three cycles 

into focus of dialogue 
Job is the ageless between Job 
tested question: G his three 

"WHY?" friends 

Prose Poetry Poetry 
. . . -- -

IV. 

Chs. 32-37 

Elihu 
ventilates 
his 
opinions 

Poetry 
••+-

v. 

Chs. 3B:42:6 

God poses 
60 incisive 
questions 

Poetry 
··--- ----

VI. 

Chs. 42:7-17 

Job admits 
his ignorance, 
repents. and 
reverences 
the will of God. 
In the end, he 
is blessed. 

Prose 

How is ffie poetical portion of the book structured? 

Chapter 3 

Job brings the problem 
of evil into the fore­
front when he curses 
the day of his birth. 

Chapters 4: 1-37:24 

The problem of evil is 
discussed from all angles. 
A solution is sought. 

Chapters 3B: 1-42:6 

Conciusion: God is supreme. 
Subject yourself to His 
governance. "Thy wi II is our 
peace. 11 Dante 
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In the last analysis. the Holy Spirit. The human writer. however. remains unknown.

8. Is the account true or is it the product of some poet's imagination?

"It is. for the substance of it. a true history. and not a romance. though the dialogues
are poetical. 11 Matthew Henry.

9. When was the book written?

Suggested dates vary all the way from the patriarchal age to the Babylonian Captivity.
that is. from 1800 to 600 B.C. We just don't know exactly.

1 0. Where did the events take place? 

Job I ived among the people of the east. beyond the borders of the Promised Land. 
possibly in Edom. for "Job's friends are identified by place-names linked with 
Edom." Walter R. Roehrs. 

11. Who was the great forebear of the Edomites?

"Esau. who is Edom. 11 Genesis 36: 1. "Esau is Edom. 11 Genesis 36:8

12. Where is the land of the Edomites located?

Edom is southeast of the Dead Sea.
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PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Job - Chapters 1 & 2 
Lesson 1 

0 Holy Spirit, enlighten me with your gifts as I proceed to study the first 
two chapters of the Book of Job. Help me to understand what the text says, 
what it means, and what it means for me, so that my faith may be strengthened 
and my life-style improved. In Jesus' Name I pray. Amen 

Job 1:1-5 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6, 

7. 

With which two historical characters is Job linked? (Ezekiel 14: 14. 20) 

What does Saint James have to say concerning Job? (James 5: 11) 

What is said regarding Job's character? 

How many sons and daughters did Job have? 
-------------------

How many heads of livestock did Job possess in tote? (Don't overlook the meaning 
of the word "yoke" of oxen) 

Judging from 1 :4, did the brothers and sisters get along well together? Explain 

In what manner did Job demonstrate his piety and fatherly concern for his ten bairns? 

Job 1:6 - 2:9 

B. The "sons of God" (angels) came to present themselves before the Lord. What kind of
activity had they engaged in when "in the beginr.i-ing God created the heaven and
the earth"? (38:7)

------------------------------

9. Who was present in the celestial convocation besides angels and the Lord?
By which other names in Scriptures is Satan known?

Matthew 4: 1 ; 12:24
-------- ---------------------

John 8:44 14:30

2 Corinthians 4:4 6:15

Ephesians 2:2 --------------------------------­

Revelation 9: 11 -------------------------------­

Revelation 12:9 - 10 
------------------------------

1 □. God. for reasons all His own, permitted Satan to test Job via two trials. Which 
were these two trials? ( 1:6-19 & 2: 1-8) 
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11. Job's faith in God's sovereignty remained unshaken. particularly after the first

great testing. How did he express his faith?

12. Try to memorize 1 :21 b, so that if times of deprivation and bereavement should
come your way. you could derive strength from this text. Perhaps the group could
say it together.

Job 2:9-13 

13. Tell the reaction of Job's wife to his misfortune. (also see 19: 17)

14. List the three friends that came to comfort Job. Fix these names firmly in your mind.

15. How did these friends express their shock at seeing Job's present condition?

16. The friends figured his awful condition made him practically dead to any further
usefulness in life. So they observed the ritual of mourning for him. Describe this
mourning. How long did it last? _______________________ _

17. Satan. a living malignity - not an abstract epitome of the forces of evil - is tremendously
powerful. He boasted of his great power when he tempted the Lord Christ. What offer
did he make unto Jesus? (Luke 4:5-7)

With what means did Jesus resist Satan? 

1 B. Why do we need Jesus. the Stronger than the strong, to overcome Satan's powerful 
allurements and to remain strong in the Lord? (Ephesians 6: 12) 

19. What Bible verses do you recall (or pray) in times of temptation?

LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY. 1 
. 

(PLEASE OBSERVE COPYRIGHT RESTRICTIONS - 1985) 
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(Not to be reproduced in any form without permission) 

THE BOOK OF JOB. 

Erwin Kurth 

The Man - Job 

Job - Chapters 1 &2 

Lesson 2 

There was a man in the land ofUz (or Edom). whose name was Job. He was a man 

of integrity. He was blameless and upright: a family-man. with wife, ten children, and 

a very great household: with sheep, camels, oxen, and female donkeys scattered all 

over the unfenced range. He was a consistently religious man, a man of prayer and 

good deeds, who served God and shunned evil. He was respected by great and small 

and esteemed the greatest of al I the people in the east. 

A Convocation is Held - Job 1 :6-22 

Now there came a day when God met with the holy angels, 1 :6. For some unexplainable 

reason Satan, the gate-crasher, was present too. 

"What have you been doing?" the Lord inquired of Satan. 

"Oh, not much of anything: just walking here and there, roaming around the earth." 

"Did you notice my servant Job? There is no one like him on earth. He is a faithful and 

honest man, who fears God and shuns evi I." 

"Yes," countered Satan, "but why shouldn't he serve you? It pays off, doesn't it? He 

gets blessings in return. But, if you deprive him of possessions. profits., and family. 

you'll see: he wi II curse you to your face," 1 :8-11. 

"Very well." the Lord answered Satan. "al I he has is in your power. But keep �u.r hands 

off his person." 

So Satan sallied forth and did what he does best: he wrought evil upon Job. In 

one fell swoop. he stripped him of his wealth on the hoof, plus cowhands, bull-whackers, 

sheepherders. camel drivers, and mule skinners. except for a few who escaped. Worst 

of all. Satan caused a tornado to touch down and demolish the home where the ten brothers 

and sisters were banqueting. All t.el'tsiblings were killed in the crash, 1:13-19. 

On receiving the news, Job tore his garment at the chest as a sign that his heart 

had been ripped open by grief, and, observing the customary routine of mourning. he 

shaved his head, threw himself prostrate onto the ground in submission to God's will, 

and said: "Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return thither: 

The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away: (and then. reaching faith's ultimate. he 

added) Blessed be the name of the Lord. In all this Job did not sin by blaming God. 1 :20-22 
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A Follow-up Meeting Takes Place - Job 2:1-11 

Job - Chapters 1 G. 2 
Lesson 2 

A second celestial meeting was held. at which the Lord said to Satan. "Did you notice 

my servant Job? There is no one like him on earth. He is still a blameless and upright 

man who fears God and shuns evil. You tested him. and he passed the test perfectly. 

100% plus." 2:1-3. 

"Skin for skin." Satan replied. "but what if he were deprived of health? A man can start 

anew and recoup his fortune. provided he retains his health. Deprive him of that. and 

he is done for. Mark my word: If you permit me to cripple Job's bone and flesh. he 

wi 11 curse you to your face." 

"Very well." the Lord responded. "he is in your power. Test him. Take away his health. 

but spare his life." 2:4-6 . 

Satan immediately proceeded to afflict Job with horrible sores. from the soles 

of his feet to the top of his head ("a grievous inflammation." translated "boi Is" or 

"boil" ........ associated with leprosy .... From Job's description of his disease. many 

scholars conclude that it was elephantiasis ... " Walter R. Roehrs) 

Job was done for. 'kaput. He couldn't do work of any kind. He spent his time 

scratching himself with a piece of broken pottery. 2:7-B. His wife came to him. and 

said, "You are still as faithful as ever. aren't you? Well. have done with it. Curse God 

and die!" He replied. "You�re talking like a heathen woman. If we acknowledge good 

times as coming from God. why not times of adversity as well?" In all his testings. 

Job did not say anything derogatory about God. 

Three Friends Come to Visit Job - Job 2: 11-13 

Eliphaz. Bildad. and Zophar. on hearing of Job's plight. decided to visit him. That 

was thoughtful and considerate on their part. When they saw him from a distance. they 

could hardly believe their eyes. He looked terrible. like an animated cadaver. They 

went into silent mourning for him seven days. the customary period for mourning the 

dead. For al I practical purposes. they felt. Job was washed up. finished! He was dead 

to all useful living. 

After this. J.ob opened his mouth. Now begins the poetic portion of the book. 

extending all the way from Chapter 3 to 42:6. It shall be our privilege to examine and. 

hopefully. to understand better this inspired classic. which Lord Tennyson called "the 

greatest poem. whether of ancient or modern literature." to wit, the Book of Job. 
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CLARIFICATIONS 

What point did Satan make in discuss ing Job's case with God? 

Job - Chapters 1 & 2 
Lesson 2 

He asked the telling question. "Doth Job fear(awesomely respect) God for nought?" 1 :9.
He answered it himself. "No: Job reverences God for what he can get out of him.
by going through the motions of being pious and charitable. It is not love for God
which motivates him. but love for self. It pays to be holy. But turn the tables.
and Job wi II defect." 

Distilled to its essence. the question boils down to an either - or: Love of God, 
no matter what betides: or love of self. disguised by feigning reverence to the Lord. 

2. How did Job react?

3. 

4. 

At first. Job's love of God remained pure and unalloyed. even when he was deprived
of opulence. children. health and tranqui I ity. 1 :21.

However. as his sickness continued to gnaw at him. his thoughts turned more and
more to himself. (See Chapter 29)) All his natural goodness. he felt. entitled
him to God's special consideration. (See chapter 31. the great "If" chapter.

Is it difficult for anyone of today to identify with Job?

Not at all. Job represents man universal. in need of help from outside himself.
Man needs to enjoy the right relationship with God through Christ. and to accept
all things as working together for good to them that love Him. not self,

Did Job remember with gratitude the good old days?

Not at first (see chapter 3: later he did. chapter 29) ..... Present ills crowd out 
past benedictions as effectively as a penny. held close to the eye. blots out the sun. 

5. How did self-love manifest itself?

He took for granted that the prosperity he enjoyed in the past should be his due
on a continuing basis. "I thought. 'Surely I shall die quietly in my nest after a
long. good life.'" 29:18. "Did I deserve such misfortune?" was the question that
bothered him.

6. What point will Eliphaz. Bildad. and Zophar make in dealing with Job?

7. 

B. 

As religious dogmatists. they will trot out the same sing-song. still heard today:
"You must have done something awfully bad: otherwise. why should God punish
you so severely?" No wounds are quite so cutting as those received from erstwhile
friends.

Does God ever tempt anyone to commit evil or omit the good?

Hardly! It is unthinkable that God. who is holiness and perfection. should ever
seek to inveigle man into sin. The word "tempt" has a two-fold meaning: 1. Originally.
to test or try: 2. to entice into wrongdoing. St. James uses the word in both
senses: James 1: 12 and James 1: 13-14,

Who. then. can be held accountable for the prevalence of evil in this world?

a. The devi I - a personal agent of evi I. termed by C.S. Lewis "The Bent One."
Other descriptive names are: Diabolos. the slanderer: Satan. the accuser
demon. the evil one. great enemy of man and of goodness: Lucifer. chief of
the fallen angels: Apollyon. the destroyer. angel of the bottomless pit; Belial.
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the worthless one; Old Serpent;_ prince of this world; prince of the power 
of the air; Foul Fiend; the Adversary; and Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. 

b. The world, with its predominantly secular, materialistic, and sensual appeal.

c. The flesh, that is, corrupt human nature. The works of the flesh are: egotism,
inordinate love of self: greed, avarice, envying, hatred, heresies: adultery,
fornication, spiritual apathy and lassitude; physical and mental laziness: alcoholism,

drug addiction; inhalation of nicotine and tar: delight in pornography: sex phantasies,
autoeroticism, homosexuality and sexual aberrations. (Galatians 5: 19-21;
Romans 1 :26-27)

Granted: God did not and does not originate evil, but why does He. a loving, just 
and omnipotent God, permit it to flourish, as He did in the case of Job? 

That's the core problem set forth in the Book of Job. No pat, simpl3stic answer 
is given. Even Paul wrestled with the mystery, admitting that the whole creation 
groans and travails in pain together waiting for the redemption of the body. (Romans 8) 

In the meantime, we have to live with the problem. Knowing this, we should not act 
surprised or shocked when something traumatic happens to us personally instead of 
to someone else. Black threads are woven throughout the warp and woof of human 
existence. We better figure on that, if we don't want to be labeled Pollyannas. 

1 □. It-low might a pessimistic outlook on life be thwarted? 

For one thing, be grateful for the much good that has come your way which, ordinarily, 
by far outweighs the bad. Job had enjoyed many prosperous years, but, when trials 
beset him, he almost completely forgot the peace and prosperity. Thi nk and thank 
stem from the same etymological root. Gratefulness is the memory of the heart. 

For another thing, if unfavorable circumstances arise, Consent 1 This is not a 
form of stoicism or fatalism, but submission to the will of the Guider of destinies. 
As Dante expressed it, 11Thy will is our peace. 11 Better yet, repeat the words of 
our exemplary Lord, "Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: neverthe­
less, not my will, but thine, be done. 11 Luke 22:42 

11. On life's troubled sea, which comfortable word of Paul is the anchorage for our soul?

11
1 am persuaded that neither life nor death, nor angels, nor principalities, nor

powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ
Jesus our Lord. 11 Romans 8:38-39

12. What question should you as a Christian promptly seek to squelch when adversity strikes?

"What specific sin have I committed to deserve this?"

13. What is the antidote to such depressed feelings?

The Gospel truth that God is not specifically punishing you. Your sins have been
atoned for by the divine Redeemer. Be guided by the Word, not your feelings.
The Word expressly and reliably states that God, for Jesus' sake has:

- pardoned your transgressions, iniquities, and sins, Romans 5:8, 11:
- carried them away as far as the east is from the west, Psalm 103: 12;
- Cast them into the depths of the sea, Micah 7: 19:
- cast them behind His back, Isaiah 38: 17;
- and remembers the sin no more, Jeremiah 31 :34.
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LIVING WAY BIBLE STUDY 

PERSONAL APPLICATION 

Job - Chapter 3 
Lesson 2 

0 holy. blessed Trinity. enable me ever to recall the good days you have given 
me and to bear in mind that gratitude is the recollection of the heart. In Jesus' 
Name I pray. Amen. 

Job 3:1-12 

1. In chapter 3 Job heaps curses upon the day of his birth. In which verses does he

specifically do so?

2. In which verse does he express the sentiment: "I wish I had been stillborn?"

3. According to verse 3 when is the sex of a child determined?
------------

Job 3:13-19 

4. 

5. 

Why. in retrospect. did he regard stillbirth as an advantage? 

Do you think William Cullen Bryant gleaned a thought or two from Job for his 

Thanatopsis. when he wrote of death as the great leveler? Summarize in one sentence 

what you think Bryant was saying in these lines: 

"Yet not to thine eternal resting-place 
Shalt thou retire alone. nor couldst thou wish 
Couch more magnificent. Thou shalt lie down 
With patriarchs of the infant world - with kings. 
The powerful of the earth - the wise. the good. 
Fair forms. and hoary seers of ages past. 
All in one mighty sepulchre." 

Now read 3: 13-19 again and summarize Job's words in this section. 

6. Job reveals his anger and bitterness when he virtually says. "I've had it! I'd rather

be dead than alive. I wish I had never been born." Is this an unusal human reaction

to protracted and intense suffering or is it a rather common occurrence? Comment.



-2- Job - Chapter 3 
Lesson 2 

7. Job must have gotten rid of much of his anger when he openly and blatantly vilified

his natal day. It served as a catharsis. Do you have any empathy for Job at this

point? Why or why not?

B. Discover for yourself. in reading chapter 3. three basic forms of Bible poetry.

9. 

1 a. 

These are different from what we are accustomed to. what with our fixed number

of syllables. measured rhythm, and,.in most instances,; the rhyming of end words.

Example: Just as/I am/without/one plea/ 
But that/thy blood/was shed/for me/ 

Hebrew poetry. however. is based primarily on the use of couplets. triplets. and 

quatrains. (other forms of Hebrew poetry will be pointed out as the study proceedsJ 

A couplet consists of two lines. in which the second line repeats in different words 

the thought-content of the first line. Example: 
COUPLET 

1. There the wicked cease from troubling;
2. and there the weary be at rest. 3: 17 Y;:-_________ _ 

A triplet cons.ists of three lines. in which lines two and three repeat the thought­
content of the first line. Example: 

1. Let darkness and the shadow of death stain it;
TRIPLET 

2. let a cloud dwell upon it; v. 

3. let the blackness of the day (an eclipse) terrify it. 3:5

A quatrain consists of a set of four lines. in which lines two. three. and four repeat. 
in the main. the thought-content of the first line. Example: 

1. I was not in safety.
QUATRAIN 

2. neither had I rest. v. 

3. neither was I quiet;
4. yet trouble came. 3:26.

As you read chapter 3. find ether examples of a couplet. a triplet. a quatrain 
and list the verse under the heading indicated. 

Job repeatedly addressed God in supplications. inquiries. and challenges. Did Job 
ever doubt God's existence or governing power? Explain your answer. 

How are we able to overcome in times of trouble? (Romans 8:38-39; Philippians 4: 13) 
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